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Cadastral history in short 

• Land subdivisions in rural areas  
carried out by laymen until 1980 
– boundary descriptions, no  

cadastral mapping 

– while accurate surveying and 
 mapping in cities and built-up areas 

• Cadastral reform in 1980 introducing 
– nationwide cadastral surveying 

• but no licensing of surveyors 

– municipalities (today 427) responsible for all cadastral 
activities 

– under Ministry of environment 

– new cadastre  

• but no regulations for a cadastral map 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cadastral map 

• Economic mapping started in the 
1960’s 
– based on photogrammetric mapping 

– properties > 0.5 ha to be mapped 

• Digital cadastral mapping started as 
collaboration between the NMA and 
the municipalities from approx. 1990 
– based on survey certificates and economic maps 

• Problems with poor quality 
– land disputes 
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Final agreed boundaries 



Land book 

• The land book is working very well 

• Land book sentralized in the 2000’s 

– moved from 87 local courts to NMA 

• The land market works well 
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Revision of the cadastral act 

• Law committee proposes in 1999 revision of the 
cadastral act 

– Centralized cadastre 

– Licensed surveyors 

• New cadastral law adopted medio 2005  

• New government elected late 2005 and abandoned the 
regulations introducing licensed private surveyors 

• New centralised cadastre introduced in 2010 

– still problems with poor quality 

• And problems in the land planning system is becoming 
apparent 
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Særlege tinglege retter 
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NMA to new ministry 

• The Norwegian Mapping Authority are now transferred to the 

Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development 

• Land administration, land planning and building permits in 

local administrations, will now be in one ministry 

• A major goal for the recently appointed minister should be to 

make the public sector more efficient 

– (at least it was an important issue in the election 

campaign) 
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