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Most people are aware of the Greenwich Meridian.  
Set as 0 degrees longitude, it separates east from west in the same way that the Equator 

separates north from south. It also sits at the center of our system of time zones



However, few people are aware of the four unique locations on earth 
where 45 degrees latitude and 90 degrees longitude intersect

Each is exactly halfway latitudinally (90°) between the Greenwich 
Meridian (0°) and the International Date Line (180°) 

while being exactly 
halfway longitudinally (45°) from the Equator and a Pole (North/South).  

Two of these spots lie in the ocean, 
one in a mountainous area of northern China near Mongolia 

and one in Marathon County, Wisconsin USA.





In 1963, John Gesicki began researching the invisible 
point located in the small community of Poniatowski 
(Poy-nee-ya-tah-skee).  It took him five years to piece 

together the correct maps to pinpoint the exact 
center of the Northwest Hemisphere. By the time the 

U.S. Geological Survey arrived in 1969, Gesicki had 
the park ready for the marker.   

He even erected a sign highlighting the point.  
Unfortunately, the sign was titled 

GEOLOGICAL MARKER, not GEOGRAPHICAL MARKER.



In rural western Marathon County, Wisconsin (USA), near 
Poniatowski, a small county park has stood since 1969 

marking the intersection of the 45th Parallel North of Latitude and 
the 90th Meridian West of Longitude.

Why is this important? 

This point in Marathon County is the most accessible as two points 
are located in oceans (Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean) and one point 

is found in a remote location in a mountainous region of China.



This point in the Town of Rietbrock in Marathon County, 
is the exact center of the Northern half of the Western Hemisphere.  

It is here that the 90th Meridian of Longitude bisects the 45th Parallel of Latitude 
meaning it is exactly halfway between the North Pole and the Equator 

and is a quarter of the way around Earth from the Greenwich Meridian in England. 



Recently the Marathon County Parks Department 
in collaboration with Christopher Fieri, Marathon County Surveyor, 

installed a new marker and information kiosk 
at 45°N and 90°W 

to better publicize the uniqueness of this special location









After you experience the 45 x 90 marker stop by 
the Wausau/Central Wisconsin Convention and 

Visitors Bureau to sign their visitor book

and receive a souvenir of 
your visit



Thank You!
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